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Re Item V 



Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

T D1 WO ™« r , eXPlana "° n8 SUPPOrti "« *-h S «atemen 

1) 01. WO 97/12118, d,soloses a method for increasing oil recovery from an oil 
resent , n wh , c h method gas is infected into the reirvoir, comprising .he lps 

P^telet " OXygen " n '° h ,ra0,i ° n a " d a nrtrosen " rich ,racti °" < aee 

n^i" 9 3 natUral 938 S ' ream and ,eadin 8 me natu ^l gas stream and at least 
part of the oxygen-rich fraction to a reformer 2 for conversion to syndesis gas 
marnly compnsing H2, CO, C02 and lower amounts of non-converted ZT„ 
water vapour and nitrogen (see table 1 ) converted methane, 

(seeTaTsf hi9h9r hydroCa * 0ns ,rom « he gas in a synthesis gas unit 

™d o^f rf T ay . bE re9arded 38 h0W '° reduce ,he surtace teuton between gas 
"sentr C ° ntn ' bU,e ,0 ^ in0rSaSed re0We ^ and 

This problem is solved in the known method through the distinguishing features of 
ThTo rio iTm T T «» 'njected into the oH ^ 

InhaZ^ove^ 065 ^ d ' SC,OSe ,nieC,i ° n °' «» — «* J' 

The same problem and solution approach applies for the correspond™ 
apparatus claim 4 which includes the same distinguishing feZes 

Since said distinguishing features are neither known nor suggested by the prior 
«£°ZwCT bieCt - mmer C ' aimS 1 and 4 £ ^'oZr 

2) The applicant should have taken into account the following points- 

1 ' ZEZ^^Z™^^**-- 
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The unit bar employed throughout the description is not recognized in 
£temat,onal pract.ce, contrary to the requirements of Rule 10 1(d) PCT 

t h CT ref6 r Ce t0 , d ° CUment 01 <"° 97/ ™ « cited in WO 
03/016676 from the search report) and its disclosure. 
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